I
Seold 55 -3

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 10240018

(Rov. 8-80)
United States Department of the Interior nee 2 71089

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Builetin 16). Complete each item by marking “‘x’* in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ““N/A” for ‘‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materiais,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets -
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Middle Valley Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number West Mill Road, Middle Valley Road, Beacon H;I']:ET%TGUW publication
city, townT ong Valley vicinity
stateNew Jersev code 034 county Morris code 027 zip code 07853
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
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"] public-Federal E structure - structures  3/3.1
object ~ objects
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Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
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4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
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National Register.
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single Dwelling Domestic/Single Dwelling
Agricultural/Agricultural Qutbuilding  Agriculture/Agricultural

outbuildin

fed
etrE

Commerce/Department Store

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

cher:Fieldstone

foundatio
Other:Vernacular walls __Qther:Fieldstonae
Italianate © —D0Qther;Clapboard
Greek Revival roof Other:Slate
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[ See continuation sheet
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally []statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ |8 [x]c []Dp

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [1c [p [Je [JF [Je N/A

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agriculture 1740-1900 N/A
Architecture

— Commerce & Industry

__ Community Development & Planning

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A —_Unknown —

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
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Section number __i____ Page __3_1__ Middle Valley HD, Washington Township,
Morris County, NJ

Classification Addenda

This Classification Addenda supercedes the Middle Valley
Historic District Reglstratlon Form cover page received by
the National Park Service on December 27, 1989. (Document
#89002353) . .

The total number of identified resources within the district
is 132. There are 107 contributing resources and 25
non—contrlbutlng resources.

Number of Resources within property:

Contributing Non-Contributing
Buildings 88 25
, Sites 16 0]
Structures 3 0
Object 0 0
Total 107 25

The breakdown was based on the property inventory in the
application. Outbulldlngs constructed of fieldstone and
frame were generally cited as contributing. Outbuildings
which were clearly cited as modern or which use building
materials not usually associated with post-1900 were cited as
non-contributing. Foundations were cited as contributing.

‘The following ié-a property by property account of the
calculations:

Code:

C - Contributing

NC - Non-Contributing
AS - Site

S - Structure

B - Building

Inventory # 1 - 1 CAS Inventory #23 - 2CB
2 - 2NCB 24 - 2CB
3 - 5CB; 1CAS 25 - 3CB
4 - 1NCB 26 — 1CB; 1NCB
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Continuation Sheet
Section number __>__ Page 3:!1 __ Middle Valley HD, Washington Township,
Morris County, NJ
(Continued)
5 - 4CB; 1CAS 27 - 1CB
6 - 8CB; 1CAS 28 - 2CB
7 - 1CB; 2CAS :
8 - 2CB 30 - 2CB; 1CAS
9 - 2CB; 1NCB 31 - 3CB; 1NCB .:
10 - 3CB; 1CAS 32 - 2NCB
11 - 2CB; 1NCB 33 - 2CB; 1NCB
12 - 5CB 34 - 1NCB
13 - 2CAS 35 - 1NCB
14 - 1CB 36 - 5CB; 2NCB
15 - 4CB; 1CAS 37 - 1CB
16 - 1NCB 38 - 1NCB
17 - 2CB 39 - 3CB
18 - 1CB 40 - 1CB
19 - 2CB; 1NCB; 2CAS; 1CS 41 - 1CB; 1NCB
20 - 1CB; 4NCB 42 - 2CB; 1CAS
21 - 1CB; 2NCB; 1CAS 43 - 4CB; 1CAS
22 - 2CB 44 - 5CB; 1CAS; 1CS
45 - 2CB

(8/2/90)
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Middle Valley Historic District

Description

Middle Valley is located in the southwest corner of Morris County in a valley
bounded by Fox Hill to the east and Schooley’s Mountain to the west. The South Branch
of the Raritan River, flowing through the valley along the base of Schooley’s Mountain, is
fed by the many small springs which abound there. The land, rising gently from the
Raritan to the base of Fox Hill, is prime agricultural soil that has been under cultivation
for the past 240 years. The valley was part of the Budd Tract, a vast amount of property
that was granted to John Budd by William Penn. Portions of this tract were leased to the
first settlers, whose farmsteads originally extended across the entire valley.

On the west side of the river, there is a sharp rise in elevation known as Schooley’s
Mountain. Views from this part of the district into the valley below are enchanting. In the
valley itself, Route 513 runs parallel to the Raritan. A row of buildings situated along this
highway comprises the greater portion of the district. The Middle Valley district also
extends up Schooley’s Mountain along Middle Valley Road, which crosses the river and
joins 513 at an intersection that remains one of the focal points of the community. The
district is bounded by agricultural land and hedgerows to the east, and by the river and

. Schooley’s Mountain to the west. To the north, the district is bounded by Beacon Hill
Road and to the south by open farmland.

Today Middle Valley still appears much as it did at the end of the 19th century.
Most of the buildings pre-date 1900: the majority were constructed between 1840 and
1890. Almost all of the houses were built close to the roads, with their outbuildings to the
rear. Behind the buildings lie open fields and hedgerows. Because Middle Valley was
ignored by the rest of the world for many years, most of its buildings have survived intact
and with very little alteration. For the time being, it is still surrounded by farmland.

The Middle Valley District is composed of 45 buildings with attendant
outbuildings. All but three of these primary buildings are dwellings. For the most part,
they are frame buildings with fieldstone foundations and gable roofs, and illustrate local
interpretations of different styles of architecture. Several houses date from the
mid-1700’s, but the majority were built between 1840 and 1890. They are generally of
moderate size and simple design, although there are a few larger, more elaborate houses.
Few have been altered beyond unobtrusive kitchen additions, and only a small minority
have had their original appearance altered by the use of modern exterior materials. Some
have suffered from neglect, but most are well maintained and in good condition.
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One of Middle Valley’s important architectural and archeological resources is the
great number of attendant outbuildings that are still standing. Outbuildings such as barns,
sheds, icehouses, spring houses, chicken coops, and privys have been located and
identified. Several farmsteads (#3, 36, and 43) have dairy barns dating from the end of the
1800’s, when Middle Valley was an important dairy center.

All buildings in Middle Valley face the road and have short setbacks, especially
the ones located on Route 513. This highway was a dirt wagon track until 1927 when the
road was cut and paved. The cutting of the road caused it to be lower than the original
wagon track in several places. As a result, stone retaining walls and steps down to the
street were constructed in front of several houses. There are no sidewalks in the district,
except for a small area in front of two houses. Many large old trees stand along the
roadside in front of the houses, and the yards are well maintained. There is a complete
absence of formal landscaping in keeping with the rural character of the community.

Outhouses and springhouses can be found on the grounds of many properties, and
virtually every house has at least a barn or small shed on the property. These generally
have been converted into garages. An inventory of all buildings and sites found in this
district is included at the end of this section.

Several buildings related to the development of this community are no longer
standing; however, their location and former function have been recorded in this inventory
because of their value as archeological resources. Primary buildings have been classified
as "contributing" or "non-contributing" to Middle Valley’s historical and architectural
character. There are only eight non-contributing primary buildings. Of these eight, four
are houses of relatively recent construction which fit into the district visually. These are
compatible in terms of proportion, simplicity, and the building materials used. The
remaining non-contributing buildings are outbuildings of 20th century origin, such as
garages. Two other non-contributing buildings that figure significantly in Middle Valley’s
history are the old Post Office and the Schoolhouse. In total, there are 80 contributing
buildings, 9 contributing sites, 31 non-contributing buildings, and 1 non-contributing
structure.

The buildings of Middle Valley show the evolution of the vernacular architecture
of this rural section of New Jersey. They range from the unadorned buildings of the mid
to late 1700’s to the more fanciful and elaborate ones of the mid to late 1800’s. Most of
the district’s buildings are frame dwellings with fieldstone foundations, although houses
made entirely of fieldstone are well represented. The frame houses are generally
traditional, 2 and 2-1/2 story buildings. Common features are regular facades, either 3 or
5 bay with center entrances, gable roofs, and interior chimneys, usually located at the
gable ends. Centered gables appear on the houses constructed in the last quarter of the
19th century.




DEC 2 7 1989

NPS Form 10-300- OME Aporovel No. 1024-0018
(8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

. Middle Valley HD, Washington Township,
Section number _7  Page _1.3 Morris County, NJ

The styles of these frame houses range from an East Jersey cottage, #3, to several
constructed in the Queen Anne manner. Two of the frame houses in the district, #3 and
#44, date from the 1740’s, but most were built in the latter half of the 19th century,
examples being #9, 10, 12, 15, 17, 22-28, 30, 31, 33, 40, 42, and 45. The earliest example
of the center hall house is #44, which dates from The mid 1700’s. It appears that the
house was originally 14 stories, and with the front raised to 2 stories it gives a "saltbox" -
effect. Its front facade is relatively unadorned, except for a transom over the front entry

way.

The influence of the Greek Revival style can be seen in several buildings, most
notably the Dufford General Store, #7. This building has plain, full-height pilasters and an
entry way with sidelights and an eight-light transom. The portion of the building
originally used as living quarters has a regular front facade, while the section used as the
store constitutes an addition to one side, forming an L-shaped structure. House #8,
immediately to the south of the general store, shows some Greek Revival detailing,
particularly its attic frieze windows with elaborate wooden grilles.

Several houses, #9,17,22, and 30, are examples of the influence of the Italianate
style. They are characterized by round-headed windows and double entry doors with
round top lights. The presence of centered gables on #17 and #22 shows the development
of exterior detailing. House #9 most likely had its Italianate detailing imposed on a more
simple structure. It has ornate scrollwork that projects below the eaves. Houses #9 and
#30 are the only ones in the district that have this feature.

There is one example of the Carpenter Gothic style in Middle Valley, #12. This
house has a regular three bay facade, but it is further ornamented by decorative trusses at
the side gables and vertical siding at the eaves. It and house #6 are both banked buildings.

Two buildings, #5 and #15, display Queen Anne ornamentation, the latter in an
exuberant and elaborate manner. Both have well detailed wrap-around porches, and the -
fishscale shingles under the eaves are echoed in the pattern of the slate roofs. Both have
scalloped trusses at the eaves. In addition, #15 has a turreted balcony.

These frame houses represent a wide range of vernacular styles and differ mainly
in their degree of ornamentation. Most of them are grouped together, and give Middle
Valley the visual quality of a turn-of-the-century village.

Another type of frame building can be found in Middle Valley. This is the simple,
rectangular-plan worker’s house. Examples of this type of building are #14, 31, and 39.
They are characterized by front porches with simple detailing and interior ridge chimneys.
House #14 is a three bay dwelling with a center entrance, while #31 has two bays and
some ornate trim on the front porch. House #39 is also a two bay dwelling and is the
simplest in detail. All of these were built about the same time in the late 1800’s, and are
probably related to the coming of the railroad. Worker houses of this type are numerous in
Morris County, but are not commonly found in Washington Township.
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A third category of buildings are those composed entirely of fieldstone, as
represented by #6, 6.1, 19, and 32. The springhouses associated with #36 and #44 are also
examples of this type of construction. Both the David Miller House, #19 and its neighbor
the Asylum, #6, are prime examples of the vernacular stone architecture that is one of the
hallmarks of Washington Township. They are also indicative of the prominence and
wealth of two of the earliest residents of the area, being unusually grand in scale for their
time and location. Each is referred to in early deeds as a "Mansion House". There is
evidence that some of the detailing has been removed from the rear facade of the Asylum
as this elevation features a door at the second level which has no steps leading down. The
German stone barn associated with the Asylum is one of a mere handful still existing in
Washington Township. It has round decorative vents at its gable ends. The David Miller
House was constructed about 1750 and has a later addition which dates from the late
1790’s. The portion of the house built in the 1790’s has Federal detailing which includes
a wide gambrel roof and a gouge carved frieze, rare for this section of Morris County. It
also has quadrant windows at the attic level, and there is some evidence that originally
there may have been a fan light over the front entrance. The David Miller House is listed
in the Historic American Buildings Survey.

Outbuildings are common in this rural community and are generally located behind
the houses. They are mostly frame buildings with fieldstone foundations and are usually
small barns or sheds. Except where noted, they date from the second half of the 19th
century.

An inventory of all sites and buildings within the district accompanies this
description. Each principal structure is identified by a number which locates it on the
attached district map. Outbuildings located on the same parcels of land as these primary
buildings are identified by their number followed by a decimal point and another number.
The sites of buildings no longer standing, as well as a few outbuildings in ruined condition
are identified by the number of the parcel followed by a letter. All entries have been
classified as "contributing” or "non-contributing", except for smaller buildings and sites,
such as chicken coops and the foundations of sheds.

References to the documentation of the buildings and sites are included with each
description. All the deeds cited have been traced back from current ownership, and the
full chain of ownership can be found in Section 9. Only maps and the earliest pertinent
deeds are included in the inventory. Deeds predating construction of a given building are
cited to indicate when a small tract, generally a house lot, was divided off from a larger
parcel. In the case of the Dufford General Store, the earliest deed cited contains a list of
buildings on the property, in which the store and the dwelling house are not mentioned.
For the earliest buildings in the district, those pre-dating 1850, early records were
generally not available. The deeds cited, which generally post-date construction, are used

to establish early ownership.
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Middle Valley Historic District

Description: Inventory*

1 Middle Valley Cemetery Beacon Hill B55/1.2
Date: 1830’s
Contributing Negative # 1

The original two acres of the Middle Valley Cemetery were owned by the German Valley
Reformed Congregation which aquired them in 1832. The cemetery is on the top of a hill
and overlooks the district. Some of the taller markers can be seen from the valley below.
This cemetery is thought to be the burial place of Samuel Swackhammer, the community’s
first settler, and a stone erected here in 1938 marks the site of his grave. There are many
old headstones marking the graves of other early settlers, including members of the
Dufford, Neighbour and Trimmer families. The earliest marker is that of Miriam Cobb,
which is dated 1794. The cemetery is enclosed by a fieldstone wall with cement
pargetting.

References: MCHR Corporation Book D 304

2 House Beacon Hill B55/L3.1
1% story frame dwelling

Style: Ranch Date: 1950’s
Non-contributing Negative # 2

Exterior fabric is aluminum siding with asphalt shingled roof.
Outbuildings: 2.1  Modern frame greenhouse

Setting: Although this building is not in keeping with the character of this district, it is not
visible from the road as it is heavily screened by shrubbery.

* For abbreviations and conventions, see Section 7, page 7.33.
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3 The Trimmer Farm 333 WM B55/1L.3

Frame dwelling with a rectangular floor plan and gabled roof. It has 13 stories, two
corbelled brick end chimneys, one with an exposed fireback, and a rear wing with a brick

chimney.
Style: East Jersey Cottage Date: mid to late 1700’s
Contributing Negative # 3

This building has a fieldstone foundation with cement pargetting, and modern siding over
the original clapboard. Later additions include an enclosed porch and a frame, tar
paper-sheathed addition off the kitchen wing. It has a slate roof and continuous seam
metal roofing over the side porch. There are cornices and eaves with 1x6 fascia and
crown molding. The windows are 6/1 double hung sash.

QOutbuildings: 3.1 Wood frame barn with fieldstone foundation and cement
pargetting.
3.2 Wood frame barn with fieldstone foundation and corrugated
metal roof.

3.3 Small fieldstone barn, in poor condition.
3.4 Wood frame barn with cinder block foundation.

3.5 Wood frame chicken coop.
3A Fieldstone foundation of a dairy barn with an attached silo.

Setting: The house and outbuildings are situated directly on the main road. Behind them
lie 110 acres of gently rolling land that is still being farmed.

References: MCHR B 2 354, Roxbury Township tax ratables 1779.

4 House WM B55/L3

Three bay, 1} story dwelling

Style:Expanded Cape Cod Date: circa 1950
Non-contributing Negative # 4

Exterior fabric is aluminum siding over clapboard. It has 6/1 double hung sash. The front
porch is supported by fieldstone piers. Although this is a contemporary building, it is
consistent with the rest of the district in terms of proportion.
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5 The Andrew Dufford House 343 WM B55/L.30

Five bay, 24 story wood frame dwelling with a square floor plan and three interior
corbelled brick chimneys.

Style: Queen Anne Date: circa 1892
Contributing Negative # 5(1), 5(2)
and 5.3

Clapboard sheathing is accentuated with fish scale and scalloped cedar shingles and an
ornate Queen Anne wrap-around porch. This porch has turned posts and ornate eaves with
carved crown pieces accentuated with dentil molding. Bay windows with coffered panels
have ornate fascia with crown molding and dentils. There are copper sunburst-tipped
lightning rods on each of the four gables. The gables have ornate scalloped trusses. The
porch has a tongue-in-groove ceiling with chamfered rafters and scalloped trusses, and
ornate Victorian corbels at the turnposts.

Outbuildings 5.1  Wood frame barn with fieldstone foundation.

5.2  Wood frame privy.

5.3  Wood frame shed with fieldstone foundation barn siding,
and hand-split cedar shingles on the roof. It has one brick
chimney and dates from the late 1800’s. It was the wash
house and ice house for the Andrew Dufford House, and
stands on the site of the John Miller blacksmith shop.

5A  Site of old barn. Some fieldstone foundation is still visible.

Setting: This house and outbuildings are part of a large estate that also includes house #6.
They are located close to the road and are part of a 70 acre tract that is currently under
cultivation. The property boundaries extend across the road to the South Branch of the
Raritan River. This section of the river was formerly a mill pond.

References: Robinson Map of 1887. Interview with Laura Dufford Gano, daughter of builder.
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6 The Asylum 347 WM B55/L30

Fieldstone dwelling consisting of a 3 bay, 2} story rectangular block with a 15 story
kitchen wing. There are two fieldstone chimneys and the roof is gabled. The building is

banked into a slight slope.
Style: Local Stone Vernacular Date: circa 1780
Contributing Negative # 6(1), 6(2),

6.1 and 6.2

Early exterior fabric is fieldstone with stucco pargetting, with stonework exposed at the
corners and below the windows. The main roof is slate while that of the kitchen wing is
hand-split cedar shingles. The main part of the house has 9/6 double hung sash,
interrupted by 6/6. The kitchen wing has 6/6, 2/9, and 4/2 double hung sash. Part of the
original beehive oven is visible on the north wall of the kitchen wing. There is evidence
suggesting the former existence of porches on both sides of the main wing: doors above
ground level have no steps leading down. The kitchen roof has an overhang to create an
unenclosed entrance porch. The kitchen door is a Dutch door and may be original.

This property has been associated with a number of persons significant in local and state
history. Its original owner was William Welsh, who purchased the property about 1775.
Welsh built the saw and grist mills later known as the Dufford mills. He sold this estate to
Nicholas Nexghbour in 1793. Neighbour was active in politics and was elected to the
State Assembly”. He, among others in his family, founded the village of Newcomerstown,
Ohio after his departure from Middle Valley. He sold this estate to Ebenezer Sherwood in
1815. Sherwood was an early practitioner in the field of mental health. While living in
Middle Valley, he used the basement of his house for the treatment of the insane. This is
how the house acquired its nickname.

Outbuildings: 6.1 Fieldstone German barn, probably built at the same time as the

house.

6.2 Wood frame barn with fieldstone foundation, built as an
addition to 6.1.

6.3 Wood frame shed with fieldstone foundation.

6.4 Wood frame shed with fieldstone foundation.

6.5 Wood frame chicken coop.

6.6 Wood frame privy.

6.7 Wood frame privy.

6A  Site of wood frame barn, attached to 6.2. The barn complex of
6.1, 6.2, and 6A form an enclosed courtyard.

Setting: see Item 5
References: MCHR C 2 212 (1815), Roxbury Township tax ratables list 1779.

*Chambers, Theodore Frelinghuysen, The Early Germans of New Jersey, Baltimore Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1969,p. 154.
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7 Dufford General Store 356 WM B33/L74

Wood frame dwelling consisting of a 24 story, 5 bay rectangular block with two brick
chimneys and a gabled roof. It has a 3 bay wing with a gable end facing the road. This
section was originally the general store. Both sections of the house are of identical size,
forming an L-shape.

Style: Vernacular Greek Revival Date: circa 1850
Contributing Negative # 7(1), 7(2)

This buildings has clapboard siding and a fieldstone foundation. The roof is continuous
metal seam roofing and has icebreakers. The center door has an eight-light transom and
four lights in either side. A window at the rear of the building is also surrounded by an
eight-light transom and four side lights, indicating that it replaced a door. The building
has a three part entabliture with a simple frieze and there are pilasters at its corners.
Although the house has many Greek Revival details, it also draws from earlier Georgian
and Adams styles. The gable end has a close rake and the cornice is carried beneath the
side gable. The second story has narrow crowns with a 9/6 light pattern, and the second
story window crowns penetrate into the architrave. Other windows are mostly 9/9 double
hung sash, although there are some 1/1 replacements. Between this house and the road
lies a fieldstone retaining wall with a stone soldier-course cap.

Setting: The South Branch of the Raritan River flows behind the property. This portion
of the river was at one time the mill pond.

References: Appears on the Beers Map of 1868, Robinson Map of 1887. MCHR M 4 164 (1847)

V 5323 (1860).

TA Site of the Dufford Grist and Saw Mills B33/L74

This is the site of a grist mill and a saw mill dating from 1779. Some of the stone foundation of

the mills is still visible on the east bank behind the Dufford General Store, as is some of the

foundation for the dam on the west bank of the Raritan River. The site has remained undisturbed
since the mill was torn down in the 1930’s. Early descriptions of the tract mention the existence

of outbuildings associated with the mills.
Contributing

References: Appears on the Lightfoot and Geils Map of 1853. MCHR M 4 (1847),V 5
323(1860).
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8 Historic House 358 WM B33/L75

Frame five bay, 24 story dwelling with a small addition to the rear of the rectangular
block, and two brick chimneys.

Style: Vemacular, Greek Revival Detail Date: circa 1865
Contributing Negative # 8

This center hall house has clapboard siding, a slate roof, and a fieldstone foundation.
There are five attic frieze windows on the front of the house, and three at the rear. They
are covered with ornately scrolled, Greek Revival style wood grills in a classical motif.
The rest of the windows are 6/6 double hung sash with a few 1/1 modern replacements,
and 4/4 double hung sash under the gables of the roof. There are double leaf entry doors
and built-in gutters. The front porch running the length of the house has six square,
tapered columns with top and bottom plates and crown molding. This is of more recent
construction, probably dating from the 1920°s. There is a fieldstone wall at the front of

the property.

Outbuildings: 8.1  Wood frame garage with a pyramidal hipped roof and
a fieldstone foundation, possibly a former carriage
house.

References: Appears on the Beers Map of 1868. MCHR V 5 323 (1860), H 15 475 (1897), E 41

207(1946).
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9 The Levi Farrow House 11 MV B54/L.8

2 3 story cruciform wood frame dwelling with irregular additions and one interior brick
chimney. The roof is gabled.

Style: Vernacular with Italianate Trim Date: circa 1866
Contributing Negative #9

This irregularly shaped building is clad with mo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>